
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to county court jurisdiction in landlord tenant cases; amending s. 34.011, F.S.; adding a provision to paragraph 1 to include claims for damages; adding a provision to paragraph 2 to clarify that “amount in controversy” applies to claims for damages and is not applicable to the procedure whereby a court is required to determine the amount of rents to be paid into the court registry pursuant to s. 83.232(1) and (2), F.S. and s. 83.60(2), F.S., or to the procedure for disbursement of rent pursuant to s. 83.232, F.S. or s. 83.61, F.S.  
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 34.011, Paragraph 2, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

(1) The county court shall have jurisdiction concurrent with the circuit court to consider landlord and tenant cases involving claims for money damages in amounts which are within its jurisdictional limits.  The county court may issue a temporary and permanent injunction where appropriate for violation of ss.  83.40 et. seq.  

Section 34.011, Paragraph 2, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

(2) The county court shall have exclusive jurisdiction of proceedings relating to the right of possession of real property and to the forcible or unlawful detention of lands and tenements, except that the circuit court also has jurisdiction if the amount in controversy exceeds the jurisdictional limits of the county court or the circuit court otherwise has jurisdiction as provided in s. 26.012. For purposes of this paragraph “amount in controversy” refers to claims for money damages against a tenant and does not apply to the procedure whereby a court is required to determine the amount of rent to be paid into the court registry pursuant to s. 83.232(1) and (2), F.S. and s. 83.60(2), F.S., or to the procedure for disbursement of rent money from the court registry pursuant to s. 83.323, F.S. and s. 83.61, F.S.  In cases transferred to the circuit court pursuant to Rule 1.170(j), Florida Rules of Civil Procedure, or Rule 7.100(d), Florida Small Claims Rules, the demands of all parties shall be resolved by the circuit court.

This act shall take effect upon becoming law.

