Eighth Circuit RPPTL At Large Members
HEIRS PROPERTY PROJECT
Recap of Meeting July 25, 2024 (Breakers) WITH UPDATES

In attendance: Jeff Dollinger, Rebecca Wood, Norm Fugate & Darlene Bell-Alexander
Summary of discussion in the form of an outline of the project for the Eighth Circuit:
Program Coordination and case referral will be administered by Three Rivers Legal Services.  They will have primary responsibility to obtain funding, receive case referrals from referral sources and assigning cases.
Legal services providers to include Three Rivers attorneys, private attorneys and other legal providers, (UF Law clinic).  If the conclusion of the case will involve a financial transaction by the heirs, i.e. a sale or a mortgage, then preference should be given to a private attorney.
Referral sources may include the following: Property Appraisers, Tax Collectors, Clerks of the Court, Bar, Bench, Real Estate Brokers and Agents, Non-lawyer title companies, Lenders.
Possible funding sources: Three Rivers funding, Local Government budget appropriations, (City County), State budget appropriations, State Housing Initiative Program, (SHIP), [Darlene, I need your help on this, I think you mentions other possible funding sources].
To do items in the near future: 
· Contact and meet with Director of Three Rivers Legal Services, Norm to take the lead on this; 
· Contact and meet with Prof. Danaya Wright at UF Law School, Rebecca to take the lead on this.  
· When we get the program in place, we need to market the program to the referral sources, probably a combined effort by Three Rivers and the ALMs.  
· We need to make contact with the area title companies to seek discounted or free title searches.
UPDATE-8/15/24
Norm, Rebecca and Jeff - Virtual conference with Professor Wright on 8/7/24 to discuss program from law school angle.  She wants to establish a law school clinic to assist with the project.  She is seeking funding in the amount of $120K.  We will determine if it is appropriate for the ALM Committee to lobby the Bar Foundation for funds.  Discussed having Professor Wright present at a future ALM meeting.
On 8/12/24, Norm made contact with Attorney Steven McDaniels of Three Rivers Legal Services.  Attorney McDaniels handles heir property cases in the Eighth Circuit.  He is very interested in a coordinated effort with the RPPTL and law school.  We have a virtual conference scheduled with him and the Three Rivers heir property project manager, LaTonya Lipscomb Smith, to further discuss the project.
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