Insurance & Surety Committee

Memorandum of Committee Minutes
To:
All Insurance and Surety Committee Members

The Florida Bar: Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section

From:
Scott. P. Pence, Secretary

Re:
Meeting Minutes – Special Meeting, May 30, 2014

************************************************************

1. Opening: Co-Chair, Cary Wright, called the meeting to order at approximately 3:05 P.M.

2. Members in Attendance: 

Cary Wright, Scott Pence, Lee Weintraub, Sanjay Kurian and Trey Goldman.

3. Status of Newsletter:  


Scott reported that the current issue of Insurance Matters! was distributed at the current executive council (EC) meeting in Captiva, FL.  He reported that the committee’s goal was still to have one issue for each for distribution at each of the four annual in-state executive council meetings.  However, there was discussion about when EC meetings were scheduled close together and that it might make sense in some cases to delay an issue if there was not enough substantive content.


There was a suggestion that the newsletter include the next four upcoming EC meetings as opposed to the three currently listed.  There was also a suggestion that consideration be given to adding a comic strip or cartoon, possibly requesting submissions for a caption from Section members.

4. Status of CLE Presentations:  


Cary reported that the Section would like all committees to focus more on education of its members in the upcoming year.  Cary suggested that our committee focus on how we might provide CLE’s of interest to other committees within the Section.  Additionally, Cary suggested some ideas for topics of CLE and requested any other ideas to be submitted to him for consideration.  Some ideas discussed follow:

· Best practices for transactional attorneys in negotiating insurance terms in contracts.

· Best practices for attorneys after negotiation of the contract, but prior to execution of the contract.

· What lawyers should know about umbrella policies and potential gaps.

· How to draft waiver of subrogation clauses that are enforceable.

· Additional Insured Endorsements

· Bonding issues under probate laws.

· Insurance changes as they relate to condominium laws.

· Drafting enforceable indemnity provisions.

· Professional liability coverage for attorneys with respect to opposing party claims (third party beneficiary claims against attorneys).

· Professional liability coverage with respect to design professionals.

5. Website Update:  

Scott reported that the agenda and other meeting information needed to be updated and that he would coordinate with Tim Lewis to do so

6. Membership Subcommittee:  

We discussed focusing on how we could attract and reach out to members of other committees within the Section.  We also discussed soliciting membership of Florida attorneys who are members the ABA Forum - Division 7 Insurance, Surety and Liens, who aren’t also members of our committee.  We discussed possibly putting together an article for ActionLine.  Lee suggested Cary reach out to persons affiliated with upcoming MCM conference.  Finally, we discussed reaching out to chair of insurance and surety subcommittee of the CLC in order to combine forces and possibly create a liaison between our committee and the CLC for insurance and surety related issues.

7. Legislative Report:  

Trey reported that legislation on property insurance that didn’t pass this year would likely come back next year.  He also reported about the insurance bill that passed which sets the framework to allow private insurers to write flood insurance policies in Florida.  

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:12 P.M.
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