
LANDLORD-TENANT COMMITTEE

Memorandum of Committee Minutes

TO:

All Landlord Tenant Committee Members



The Florida Bar – Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section

FROM:
Scott Frank, Vice Chair

RE:

July 30, 2009 Meeting Minutes

_______________________________________________________________________

The Committee Chair, Neil Shoter, convened the meeting at 10:02 AM.

The meeting was conducted at the Breakers Hotel, Palm Beach, Florida.  Members attending in person were Neil Shoter, Chair; Scott Frank, Vice Chair; Phyllis Harley; Malcolm Wiseheart; Brenda Ezell; George Meyer, Real Property Division Director; and John Neukamm, RPPTL Section Chair.  Members attending telephonically were Jo Claire Spear, Vice Chair; George Pincus; Lloyd Granet; Joseph McNabb; Jill Anderson Blanco; Arthur Menor; Beverly Barnett; Albert Cardett; and Shane Weaver.

Mr. Shoter called the meeting to order.  

The minutes for the Committee meeting of May 22, 2009 were presented for approval.  Motion was made to approve the minutes as circulated.  Motion was seconded.  Minutes were approved unanimously.

The following items were discussed:

I.
WELCOME OF NEW MEMBERS:  Neil Shoter recognized Brenda Ezell, George Pincus and Jill Anderson as new members of the Committee.

II.
CHAIR REPORT:  Neil Shoter, as the new Chair of the Committee, introduced himself and Vice Chairs Scott Frank and Jo Claire Spear.  Mr. Shoter further discussed the role of the Committee in serving Landlord/Tenant practitioners in the state, as well as recent developments with respect to the RPTTL website.

III.
OLD BUSINESS:

a.
Florida Bar Revisions to Simplified Forms for Use by Non-Lawyers/Florida Supreme Court.  Neil Shoter discussed the status of these revisions, as well as the Committee’s role in reviewing and revising the forms.  Mr. Shoter led a subcommittee that worked on the litigation and notice forms, while Arthur Menor led a subcommittee dedicated to the leasing forms.  The forms have been approved by the RPTTL Section Executive Council and the Florida Bar Board of Governors.  The revised forms have been submitted to the Florida Supreme Court, who have asked the Bar for further clarification on the revisions.  

b.
ActionLine Article by Arthur Menor and Phyllis Harley re:  Fla. Stat.  § 83.59.  Phyllis Harley and Arthur Menor have co-authored an article for the Summer 2009 Action Line concerning the interpretation of Section 83.59 of the Florida Statutes, and whether a landlord must deliver to a holdover tenant a three-day notice to pay or vacate leased premises at the expiration of the lease term.  Their conclusion with respect to a residential tenant is that no such notice is needed under the statute.

c.
Committee Website.  Jo Claire Spear will post recent updates, including the notice article and proposed changes to the residential forms, to the Committee’s website.

d.
Legislative Action Subcommittee.  Scott Frank reported on the substance of the recent Federal Saving Tenants at Foreclosure Act, as well as questions raised by the legislation.  Discussion among the members of the Committee followed.  Mr. Frank then detailed the process of reviewing proposed legislation, and solicited volunteers for the subcommittee.  Arthur Menor presented a new requirement for evictions in Palm Beach County arising out of the Act’s provisions.

IV.
FALL CLE PRESENTATION:  Neil Shoter reported that the Committee will be presenting a CLE Seminar on November 5th and 6th (Ft. Lauderdale and Tampa) concentrating on current leasing topics, including green leasing, recent insurance and indemnity developments and transactional leasing issues arising out of the current state of the economy.  Participants will include Arthur Menor, Rick Eckhard, Neil Shoter, Marsha Rydberg, Scott Dibbs and Scott Frank.

V.
CLE PRESENTATION:  Frank A. Mayer III, Esq., of Pepper Hamilton, LLP, Philadelphia, PA, presented a seminar on Certificates of Insurance entitled “Everything You Wanted to Know About Certificates of Insurance and Other Ways to Verify Insurance Coverage – But Were Afraid to, or Didn’t Know How to Ask.”  Mr. Hamilton distributed written materials as well.  The presentation commenced at 10:45 a.m. and ended at 11:55 a.m.

Adjourned:  12:00 PM

Total CLE:  70 Minutes
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