
LANDLORD-TENANT COMMITTEE

Memorandum of Committee Minutes

TO:

All Landlord Tenant Committee Members



The Florida Bar – Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section

FROM:
Brenda Ezell, Secretary

RE:

January 15, 2010 Meeting Minutes

_______________________________________________________________________

The Committee Chair, Neil Shoter, convened the meeting at 8:00 AM.

The meeting was conducted at the Casa Monica Hotel, St. Augustine, Florida.  Members attending in person were Neil Shoter, Chair; Scott Frank, Vice Chair; Brenda Ezell, Secretary; George Meyer, Real Property Division Director; and John Neukamm, RPPTL Section Chair.  Members attending telephonically were Lauren Atherton; Peter Blacklock; Alberto M. Cardet; Scott W. Dibbs; Warren Price Gammill; Lloyd Granet; Phyllis Harley; Greg Hass; Anthony J. Horky; Michael Lynott; T. Joseph McNabb; Marc S. Shuster; Gale Silbermann; and Arlene C. Udick.

Mr. Shoter called the meeting to order.  

The minutes for the Committee meeting of September, 2009 were presented for approval.  A motion was made to approve the minutes as circulated.  With a correction made to the spelling of Gail Silbermann’s name, the motion was seconded.  Minutes were approved unanimously.

The following items were discussed:

I.
WELCOME OF NEW MEMBERS:  Mr. Shoter recognized the following new members:  Joseph N. Alexander, Potter, Clement, Lowry & Duncan,  Mount Dora; Jariel Bortnick, Boca Raton; Greg Hass, Senior Counsel, Florida Association of Realtors; Norman Rodney Holmes; Anthony Horky, Mombach Boyle & Hardin, P.A., Ft. Lauderdale; Cary Sabol, West Palm Beach; and Les Stevens, Boca Raton.  Mr. Shoter thanked the committee members for using the listserve and recommending new people to committee.  Les Stephens introduced himself and described his practice and indicated that Art Menor invited him to join the Committee.   

II.
CHAIR REPORT:  Neil Shoter, as the Chair of the Committee, introduced himself and Vice Chair Scott Frank and thanked Brenda Ezell for taking on the role of Secretary.  Mr. Shoter discussed the success of the CLE presented by the Committee in November in Ft. Lauderdale and Tampa, presented by Scott Frank, Scott Gibbs, and Marsha Rydberg.  Mr. Shoter thanked those who participated and advised that the CLE is available by CD or web broadcast.  John Neukamm commended the Committee for excellent use of its listserve and indicated that the Committee was one of the most active and he encouraged continued use.

III.
OLD BUSINESS:

a.
Legislative Action Subcommittee.  Scott Frank gave an update on the status of House Bill 329, which gives Condominium Associations additional rights to collect from Tenants, as well as questions raised by the legislation.  Discussion among the members of the Committee followed.  Mr. Shoter expressed the importance of getting feedback from both the landlord and tenant side in order to have a balanced view of the issues.  Mr. Frank then detailed the process of reviewing proposed legislation, and solicited volunteers for the subcommittee.  

IV.
CLE PRESENTATION:  Anthony Horky of Mombach, Boyle & Hardin, P.A., Ft. Lauderdale, Florida gave a brief description of his education and experience and presented a seminar on “Disposition of Personal Property.”  Mr. Horky distributed written materials as well.  The presentation concluded at 9:30am. The presentation commenced at 8:45 a.m. and ended at 9:30 a.m.

V.
OPEN FORUM/CASE DISCUSSION:

a. Mr. Shoter thanked Greg Haas for being a Committee member and for his input and asked for him to discuss his role with the Florida Association of Realtors.  Mr. Haas indicated that he joined committee due to the great resources made available.  He is one of 6 or 7 attorneys answering the hotline.  He further discussed his position as lead counsel and his previous career endeavors.

b. The Committee discussed the feasibility of taking a position on HB 329.  Mr. Frank indicated that it is difficult to get consensus, but he attempts to collect the members’ ideas and assemble them into a position.  Mr. Shoter indicated that an ad hoc committee consisting of members of the Condominium, Construction Law and Landlord Tenant Committees was formed to provide comments for the legislation.  Mr. Meyer indicated that the bill did not originate from the Section and that the Section is actively involved with legislative staff but sometimes responses are required within an hour, making it difficult to get a comment back.  Mr. Gelfand indicated that there is another bill introduced by Fasano with similar provisions which might be incorporated into the existing bill.
c. Skylake Insurance v. NMB Plaza.  John Little joined the meeting at 9:45 and provided an update on the Skylake Insurance case which was sent back for reconsideration.  The case centered on whether witnesses are required for LLC execution of leases.  The update lasted 10 minutes.

VI.
TECHNOLOGY ISSUES:  Mr. Shoter reminded the committee to continue to use list serve.  He indicated that the Executive Council March meeting will be held in Hawaii.  The Committee will meet on an alternate date.  He is attempting to get CLE speakers.  

Adjourned:  10:00 AM

Total CLE:  45 Minutes (Horky) 10 Minutes (Little) 
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