
LANDLORD-TENANT COMMITTEE

Memorandum of Committee Minutes

TO:

All Landlord Tenant Committee Members



The Florida Bar – Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section

FROM:
Brenda Ezell, Secretary

RE:

March 18, 2010 Meeting Minutes

_______________________________________________________________________

The Committee Chair, Neil Shoter, convened the meeting at 3:00 PM.

The meeting was conducted telephonically.  Members attending via conference call were Neil Shoter, Chair; Scott Frank, Vice Chair; and Brenda Ezell, Secretary.  Members attending telephonically were Jariel Bortnick, Greg Hass; Charles Patterson Hoskin, James A. Marx, Gale Silbermann, Les H. Stevens, James M. Wallace, and David Weisman.
The minutes for the Committee meeting of January, 2010 were presented for approval.  A motion was made to approve the minutes as circulated.  Minutes were approved unanimously.

The following items were discussed:

I.
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION:  Neil Shoter welcomed all members to the meeting.   

II.
CHAIR REPORT:  Neil Shoter, as the Chair of the Committee, discussed the survey taken on practice level of committee members.  He stated that the purpose of the survey was to determine the expertise of the committee members which would be helpful in ensuring that continuing education offered is balanced.  He indicated that only 27 committee members responded, and most represent landlords.  He also indicated that most practitioners are transactional in nature and that commercial practice is slightly ahead of residential practice.  The survey also indicated that slightly more than ½ of respondents stated that they are specialists.  He also reported that the RPPTL Section has a mentoring program for those who are interested in mentoring a younger attorney.  Art Menor as co-vice chair of certification review course is having an upcoming 2 day certification review course.  
III.
OLD BUSINESS:

a. Legislative Action Subcommittee.  Scott Frank indicated that legislative issues from last year are still pending.  There is still work ongoing to clarify the Tenants in Foreclosure Act (HB 114 and SB 122).  He discussed the ongoing questions and concerns of the bills.  He also indicated that the Mortgage Committee provided input on the bills as well.  He stated that he expects that the bills will be reconciled and that the committee may get an opportunity to prepare a white paper.  
b. Mr. Frank reported that the changes to the summons for residential evictions have gone to committee and that our committee had not been consulted.  He stated that the March 1, 2010 Florida Bar News included proposed changes to form 1.923, residential eviction summons.  Alberto Cardet asked Michael Gelfand if we can still make comments to committee.  He advised that anyone interested in this issue contact Neil Shoter and requested that when committee members see issues affecting our practice to please forward the information.
IV.
OPEN FORUM/CASE DISCUSSION:

Scott Frank discussed Everglades Electric Supply v. Paraiso Granite.  The main issue in the case is the application F.S. section 713.10 regarding the validity of liens against the landlord.  The discussion lasted 20 minutes.
V.
CLE PRESENTATION:  

George Pincus of Stearns Weaver Miller Weissler Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A. presented a seminar on “Bio-Tech and Technology Leases.”  The presentation commenced at 3:40pm and concluded at 4:30pm. 
VI.
TECHNOLOGY ISSUES:  Mr. Shoter indicated that there are currently 66 subscribers to the listserve and encouraged continued use by the committee members.  He indicated that the next committee meeting would be scheduled at some time during the RPPTL Convention in Tampa beginning on May 27, 2010. 

Adjourned:  4:30 PM

Total CLE:  50 Minutes (Pincus) 20 Minutes (Frank) 


